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Abstract: 

Crops that have had their DNA edited through genetic engineering in order to introduce new 

traits or improve already existing ones are known as genetically modified (GM) crops. Genes 

from other species are frequently inserted during this process to provide desired traits like 

increased nutritional value, resistance to herbicides, or pest resistance. 
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Introduction: 

Chemistry is essential to the creation and comprehension of genetically modified crops in a 

number of ways. Genetic modification (GM) is a technology that entails the incorporation of 

DNA into an organism’s genome. To create a GM plant, DNA is introduced into the cells of 

the plant. Typically, these cells are cultivated in tissue culture, allowing them to grow into 

full plants. The seeds generated by these plants will carry the new DNA. The traits of all 

living beings are shaped by their genetic composition and its interaction with the 

environment. An organism’s genetic composition is referred to as its genome, which consists 

of DNA in all plants and animals. The genome is comprised of genes, segments of DNA that 

generally encode the instructions for synthesizing proteins. It is these proteins that provide 

the plant with its specific characteristics. These proteins determine the characteristics of the 

plant: for instance, the genes that determine flower color contain the instructions to 

synthesize the proteins that make the pigments that color petals. In genetic modification of 

plants, the genome of a plant is altered by introducing a small piece of DNA that provides a 

new characteristic, such as how the plant grows, or resistance to a specific disease. The new 

DNA is incorporated into the genome of the GM plant and will be present in the seeds 

produced by these plants. The transfer of DNA into a plant cell is the first step in the creation 

of a GM plant; one method of transfer is to coat small metal particles with the DNA fragment 

of interest, and then bombard the particles into the plant cells, while another method is to use 

a bacterium or virus (many of which transfer their DNA into a host cell as a normal part of 

their life cycle). The bacterium most commonly used for GM plants is Agrobacterium 

tumefaciens, in which the gene of interest is introduced, and the bacterial cells transfer the 
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new DNA to the genome of the plant cells. The cells that take up the DNA are then grown to 

produce a new plant, which is possible because individual plant cells have an enormous 

ability to produce whole plants. In some cases, the transfer of DNA occurs spontaneously and 

not through human manipulation; for instance, DNA sequences transferred from a parasitic 

plant into the sweet potato have been identified (1). 

Using different chemicals and enzymes to cut, alter, and insert genetic material is the process 

of genetically engineering crops. Ligases are used to bind DNA fragments together, while 

restriction enzymes are used to cut DNA at particular locations.  

Herbicides & pesticides: A lot of genetically modified crops are made to be resistant to 

particular substances. For example, some crops are genetically modified to resist the popular 

pesticide. Chemicals are also employed to improve the nutritional makeup of genetically 

modified crops. To assist address vitamin A deficiency in certain populations, “Golden Rice” 

has been genetically modified to produce beta-carotene, a precursor of vitamin A.  

Chemical analysis is essential for assessing the safety of genetically modified crops. This 

entails examining the product for any possible allergies, pollutants, and nutritional variations 

from non-GM alternatives. This makes it possible for farmers to eradicate weeds with 

herbicide without endangering the crop.  

Concerns over GM crops’ safety, potential effects on the environment, and ethical 

implications have generated a lot of discussion. They may, however, also have advantages 

including better agricultural output and a decreased need for chemical pesticides. 

Pest Resistance: To minimize the usage of chemical pesticides, certain genetically modified 

crops are designed to generate proteins that are poisonous to particular pests. For instance, Bt 

maize yields a toxin that is harmless for people and animals to consume yet toxic to some 

insects.  

Economic Benefits: GM crops can lead to higher yields and increased farmer profits. They 

also help reduce crop losses due to pests and diseases (1). 

The worldwide demand for high-quality foods requires a vast amount of crops to be 

produced, and GM crops can complement the crops produced by the labor-intensive and 

time-consuming conventional breeding methods to meet this demand and fight malnutrition 

due to enhanced yield, nutritional quality, and increased resistance to various biotic and 

abiotic stresses. The use of transgenesis, or the introduction of genes from a distantly related 

organism, to develop GM crops raises several biosafety issues and public concerns, and 

researchers have developed the concepts of cisgenesis and intragenesis, in which 

transformation with genetic material from the same species (cisgenesis) or a closely related 
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species that can be sexual hybrids (intragenesis), to address these concerns. Recombinase 

technology for site-specific integration of transgene can overcome the shortcomings of 

traditional genetic engineering methods based on random integration of multiple copy of 

transgene. Alternative theories of cisgenesis and intragenesis, which entail transforming 

plants with genetic material derived from the species itself or from closely related species 

capable of sexual hybridization, respectively, have been developed by researchers to address 

these worries. The limitations of conventional genetic engineering techniques based on the 

haphazard integration of multiple copies of transgenes into the plant genome, which results in 

gene silencing and unpredictable expression patterns, can be addressed by recombinase 

technology targeted at site-specific transgene integration. Additionally, plants created using 

the recently developed technology of genome editing using engineered nucleases may be 

regarded as non-transgenic genetically modified plants since it allows the modification or 

mutation of desired genes without the need for foreign DNA. This would make it possible to 

develop and market transgenic plants with improved phenotypes, even in nations where GM 

crops are not well-liked. This review aims to provide an overview of GM technology’s past 

successes in improving crops as well as current developments and new developments in the 

field to create improved varieties targeted at increased consumer acceptance. This would 

make it possible to develop and market transgenic plants with improved phenotypes, even in 

nations where GM crops are not widely accepted (2,3,4). 

Result and Discussion: 

Genetically modified (GM) crops are created using genetic engineering techniques to 

introduce new traits or enhance existing ones in plants. The chemistry behind these 

innovations involves several key processes such as gene insertion scientists use techniques 

like CRISPR/Cas9, zinc-finger nucleases (ZFNs), and transcription activator-like effector 

nucleases (TALENs) to precisely insert or modify genes within a plant’s DNA. This allows 

for the introduction of traits such as herbicide tolerance, pest resistance, and improved 

nutritional content (5,6).To ensure the new genes are expressed correctly, scientists use 

promoter sequences that control when and where the gene is active. Marker genes help 

identify which plants have successfully incorporated the new traits (2).Common methods of 

transformation include Agrobacterium-mediated transformation and gene gun techniques. 

These methods deliver the new genetic material into plant cells, which then integrate it into 

their genomes (7). With reference to regulation and safety, GM crops undergo rigorous 

testing to ensure they are safe for consumption and the environment. This includes assessing 

potential allergenicity, toxicity, and environmental impact (7). 
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Conclusion: 

With regards to innovations, genetically modified crops are drought-resistant crops and 

developed to withstand water scarcity, helping farmers maintain yields during dry periods. It 

is nutrient-enhanced crops such as Golden Rice, which is fortified with Vitamin A to combat 

malnutrition (2,11). With reference to impact genetically modified crops leads to increased 

yields and causes higher productivity and efficiency in agriculture.GM crops results in 

reduced pesticide use and such crops engineered for pest resistance reduce the need for 

chemical pesticides, benefiting the environment(2).Economic benefits of GM crops involve 

enhancement in standard of living of farmers such as farmers can achieve better yields and 

lower costs, improving their livelihoods(2).These advancements in GM crop technology hold 

promise for addressing global food security and sustainability challenges. Genetically 

Modified (GM) crops have revolutionized agriculture through various chemical innovations 

and their significant impacts. With respect to chemical innovations GM crops involve 

herbicide tolerance like soybeans and corn have been engineered to tolerate specific 

herbicides, such as glyphosate. This allows farmers to control weeds more effectively without 

harming the crops (8). Insect resistance are also increased, example, crops like Bt cotton and 

Bt corn produce a toxin derived from the bacterium Bacillus thuringiensis (Bt), which is 

harmful to specific insect pests but safe for humans and other animals (9).Nutritional 

enhancement of some GM crops are designed to have improved nutritional profiles, such as 

Golden Rice, which is fortified with vitamin A to combat deficiencies in developing countries 

(10,12). 

Impact of G M crops involves environmental benefits like the adoption of GM crops has led 

to reduced pesticide use, which can lower the environmental footprint of agriculture. For 

example, Bt crops reduce the need for chemical insecticides (9). Farmers often experience 

higher yields and profits due to the improved pest and weed control provided by GM crops, 

provide clear explanation about the economic gains (3,13). While GM crops can reduce the 

use of more toxic pesticides, there are concerns about the long-term health effects of 

herbicides like glyphosate (8). However, the overall impact on human health is still a subject 

of ongoing research (8,14,15). 

Limitation: Pest resistance, over time, pests can develop resistance to the toxins produced by 

GM crops, which can reduce their effectiveness (8). Effect on biodiversity like the 

widespread adoption of GM crops can impact biodiversity, both positively and negatively. 

For instance, reduced pesticide use can benefit non-target species, but monoculture practices 

can harm biodiversity (8). With regards to regulatory and ethical issues, the use of GM crops 
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is subject to regulatory scrutiny and public debate, with concerns about food safety, 

environmental impact, and ethical considerations (9).GM crops represent a significant 

advancement in agricultural science, offering both opportunities and challenges. Their 

continued development and adoption will depend on balancing these factors to achieve 

sustainable and productive farming practices. 
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