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Abstract

The emergence of Artificial Intelligence (Al) has significantly transformed accounting
and auditing practices across organizations worldwide. The increasing availability of financial
data, advancements in machine learning algorithms, and the demand for real-time financial
information have accelerated the adoption of Al-driven technologies in accounting and auditing
functions. Traditional accounting systems primarily relied on manual data processing and
periodic reporting, whereas Al enables continuous monitoring, predictive analytics, automated
transaction processing, and intelligent decision support. In auditing, Al enhances fraud
detection, risk assessment, anomaly identification, and audit quality through automated
analysis of large volumes of structured and unstructured financial data. The integration of
technologies such as Machine Learning (ML), Natural Language Processing (NLP), Robotic
Process Automation (RPA), and Generative Al has redefined professional roles and
transformed the manner in which financial information is generated, analyzed, and interpreted.
Despite numerous benefits, the adoption of Al also raises concerns regarding data privacy,
algorithmic bias, transparency, ethical accountability, and workforce readiness. This paper
examines the role of Al in accounting and auditing, explores its influence on financial decision-
making, evaluates its benefits and challenges, and discusses future implications for accounting
professionals. The study is conceptual in nature and is based on an extensive review of recent
academic literature and professional reports. The findings indicate that Al acts as an enabler of
enhanced efficiency, accuracy, and strategic decision-making while complementing rather than
replacing human expertise in accounting and auditing.
Keywords: Atrtificial Intelligence, Accounting, Auditing, Financial Decision-Making,

Machine Learning, Robotic Process Automation, Financial Reporting.
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1. Introduction

The accounting profession has historically evolved alongside technological
developments. From manual bookkeeping systems to computerized accounting software, each
technological advancement has improved the efficiency and reliability of financial information.
In recent years, Artificial Intelligence (Al) has emerged as one of the most influential
technologies affecting accounting and auditing practices. Al refers to the ability of computer
systems to perform tasks that typically require human intelligence, including learning,
reasoning, decision-making, pattern recognition, and problem-solving.
The increasing complexity of business transactions and the growing volume of financial data
have created challenges for traditional accounting methods. Organizations now generate
massive amounts of transactional, operational, and strategic data on a daily basis. Processing
and analyzing such data manually is both time-consuming and susceptible to human error. Al
addresses these challenges by enabling automated processing, intelligent analysis, and
predictive insights that support financial decision-making.
The adoption of Al in accounting extends across various functions including bookkeeping,
financial reporting, tax compliance, budgeting, forecasting, and financial analysis. Machine
learning algorithms can analyze historical financial data to identify trends and predict future
outcomes. Robotic Process Automation can perform repetitive accounting tasks such as invoice
processing, account reconciliation, and payroll management with minimal human intervention.
Natural Language Processing enables organizations to extract valuable information from
financial documents, contracts, and reports.
Similarly, auditing practices have experienced significant transformation due to Al integration.
Traditional auditing approaches often relied on sample testing and manual verification
procedures. Al-powered auditing systems can analyze entire datasets, identify unusual
transactions, assess risks in real time, and support continuous auditing processes. These
capabilities improve audit effectiveness and enhance stakeholder confidence in financial
reporting.
Recent developments in Al and machine learning suggest that the accounting profession is
entering a new era characterized by intelligent automation and data-driven decision-making.
Research indicates that Al not only improves operational efficiency but also changes the
epistemic foundations of accounting by expanding the sources of evidence used in professional

judgment. Machine learning models increasingly outperform traditional statistical approaches
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in prediction-oriented accounting tasks, including fraud detection, financial distress prediction,
and audit risk assessment.

However, the integration of Al also presents several challenges. Concerns regarding algorithm
transparency, ethical governance, data privacy, regulatory compliance, and workforce
adaptation remain significant. Consequently, understanding the opportunities and limitations
of Al is essential for accounting professionals, educators, regulators, and business
organizations.

This paper seeks to explore the transformative role of Al in accounting and auditing and

evaluate its implications for financial decision-making and professional practices.

2. Review of Literature

A comprehensive review of recent literature reveals growing academic and professional
interest in Al applications within accounting and auditing.
Jones and Free (2026) conducted a comprehensive review of Al and machine learning
applications in accounting and concluded that Al significantly enhances predictive accuracy,
audit quality, financial reporting, and professional decision-making. Their study emphasized
that Al does not simply automate accounting functions but fundamentally alters the way
accounting evidence is generated, interpreted, and validated. The authors also highlighted the
emergence of hybrid intelligence accounting, where human expertise and Al systems jointly
contribute to professional judgment.
Eisikovits, Johnson, and Markelevich (2025) examined the risks and opportunities associated
with Al adoption in accounting and auditing. Their findings suggest that while Al improves
efficiency and analytical capabilities, concerns regarding ethics, accountability, and
professional responsibility require careful consideration. The study argued that accountants
should embrace Al as a complementary technology rather than perceive it as a threat to
professional employment.
Yildirim (2025) investigated the application of Al in auditing and emphasized the growing use
of anomaly detection systems, clustering algorithms, and deep learning architectures. The study
highlighted the importance of explainable Al and trustworthy Al frameworks in ensuring
transparency and reliability within audit environments. The author concluded that Al enhances
auditor capabilities rather than replacing auditors, transforming their role into one focused on

interpretation and oversight.
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Kokina, Blanchette, Davenport, and Pachamanova (2025) explored opportunities and
challenges associated with Al adoption in auditing through field-based evidence. Their
research revealed that simple Al applications are widely implemented in auditing, whereas
advanced Al systems are still under development. Key challenges identified include
algorithmic transparency, Al bias, data privacy, robustness, and auditor overreliance on
automated systems.
Doifode et al. (2025) examined the integration of Artificial Intelligence and Blockchain
technology in accounting and auditing. Their study highlighted how cognitive technologies
improve audit procedures, strengthen transparency, and support decision-making. The authors
suggested that technological convergence will continue to reshape accounting and auditing
practices in the future.
Novak (2025) reviewed the role of Al in Accounting Information Systems and found that
machine learning is among the most widely used Al technologies in accounting environments.
The study emphasized Al's impact on data analysis, financial reporting, and decision support
systems, while also identifying the need for new competencies among accounting
professionals.
The literature collectively indicates that Al has become a strategic enabler of efficiency,
accuracy, and innovation in accounting and auditing. Nevertheless, successful implementation
requires balancing technological capabilities with ethical governance, professional expertise,
and regulatory compliance.
3. Research Gap

The existing body of literature demonstrates that Artificial Intelligence has significantly
influenced accounting and auditing practices through automation, predictive analytics, and
intelligent decision-support systems. Most studies focus on the technological capabilities of
Al, including machine learning algorithms, robotic process automation, and natural language
processing. While these studies provide valuable insights into the operational benefits of Al,
there remains a noticeable gap in understanding how Al simultaneously transforms financial
decision-making and the professional roles of accountants and auditors.
Furthermore, much of the current literature concentrates on developed economies and large
multinational corporations, whereas limited attention has been given to the implications of Al
adoption in emerging economies and educational institutions. There is also insufficient

discussion regarding the balance between technological efficiency and professional judgment.
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As Al systems become increasingly sophisticated, questions concerning accountability, ethical

responsibility, transparency, and professional competence continue to emerge.

Therefore, this study seeks to bridge this gap by examining Al not only as a technological

innovation but also as a transformative force that reshapes financial decision-making processes

and professional practices within accounting and auditing.

4. Objectives of the Study
The present study has been undertaken with the following objectives:

1.
2.

To examine the role of Artificial Intelligence in accounting and auditing.

To identify the major Al technologies used in financial management and audit

functions.

To analyze the impact of Al on financial decision-making processes.

To evaluate the benefits and challenges associated with Al adoption in accounting and

auditing.

To explore the future implications of Al for accounting professionals and organizations.

5. Conceptual Framework

The conceptual framework of the study is based on the relationship between Al technologies,

accounting and auditing functions, and financial decision-making outcomes.

Artificial Intelligence Technologies

Machine Learning (ML)

Natural Language Processing (NLP)
Robotic Process Automation (RPA)
Predictive Analytics

Generative Al

Accounting and Auditing Functions

Bookkeeping and Transaction Processing
Financial Reporting

Budgeting and Forecasting

Tax Compliance

Fraud Detection

Risk Assessment

Audit Documentation
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Financial Decision-Making Outcomes

e Improved Accuracy

e Enhanced Efficiency

o Better Risk Management

e Real-Time Insights

o Strategic Planning

e Improved Corporate Governance
The framework suggests that Al technologies act as enabling mechanisms that improve
accounting and auditing functions, ultimately supporting more informed and effective financial
decision-making.
6. Artificial Intelligence in Accounting

Artificial Intelligence has transformed accounting from a transaction-oriented
discipline into a strategic information system. Traditionally, accountants spent considerable
time performing repetitive tasks such as recording transactions, reconciling accounts, preparing
financial statements, and verifying data accuracy. Al technologies have automated many of
these routine activities, allowing accountants to focus on analytical and advisory
responsibilities.
The integration of Al into accounting practices enables organizations to process large volumes
of financial data with greater speed and precision. Al systems can identify patterns, detect
anomalies, and generate predictive insights that assist management in making informed
decisions. As a result, accounting is increasingly viewed as a strategic business function rather
than merely a record-keeping activity.
6.1 Machine Learning in Accounting
Machine Learning is one of the most widely adopted Al technologies in accounting. It

involves the use of algorithms that learn from historical data and improve their performance
over time.
Machine learning applications in accounting include:

e Revenue forecasting

o Expense prediction

e Credit risk assessment

« Financial statement analysis

o Fraud detection
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e Cash flow forecasting
For example, machine learning models can analyze historical sales data, market conditions,
and customer behavior to predict future revenue trends. Such predictions assist organizations
in preparing more accurate budgets and financial plans.
6.2 Robotic Process Automation in Accounting
Robotic Process Automation (RPA) refers to software robots that automate repetitive
and rule-based tasks. In accounting, RPA significantly reduces the time required for routine
activities while improving accuracy and consistency.
Common applications include:
« Invoice processing
e Accounts payable management
e Accounts receivable management
o Payroll administration
e Bank reconciliation
« Dataentry
The implementation of RPA enables organizations to reduce operational costs and eliminate
human errors associated with manual processing.
6.3 Natural Language Processing in Accounting
Natural Language Processing allows computers to understand and interpret human
language. In accounting, NLP is increasingly used to analyze contracts, financial disclosures,
annual reports, audit reports, and regulatory documents.
Applications include:
o Extraction of financial information from reports
e Analysis of management discussions
o Contract review and compliance monitoring
« Identification of accounting policy changes
NLP enables accountants to process large amounts of textual information more efficiently and
identify insights that may otherwise remain hidden.
7. Al-Driven Financial Reporting
Financial reporting is one of the most important functions of accounting. Stakeholders

rely on financial statements to assess organizational performance and make economic
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decisions. Al has enhanced financial reporting by improving data quality, reducing reporting
errors, and enabling real-time financial analysis.
Traditional reporting systems often involve extensive manual data collection and reconciliation
processes. These procedures increase the likelihood of delays and inaccuracies. Al-powered
systems automate data integration from multiple sources and continuously monitor
transactions, ensuring greater consistency and reliability.
Benefits of Al in Financial Reporting
Improved Accuracy

Al systems can identify inconsistencies and anomalies that might be overlooked by
human accountants. Automated validation processes reduce errors in financial statements and
improve reporting quality.
Real-Time Reporting

Organizations can generate financial reports in real time rather than waiting for monthly
or quarterly reporting cycles. This capability supports timely managerial decision-making.
Enhanced Compliance

Al systems can automatically monitor regulatory requirements and identify potential
compliance issues before they become significant problems.
Better Transparency

The availability of detailed transaction-level data improves transparency and
accountability within organizations.
The ability of Al to provide timely and accurate financial information strengthens stakeholder
confidence and contributes to more effective corporate governance.
8. Fraud Detection and Risk Management

Fraud remains one of the most significant challenges faced by organizations worldwide.
Traditional fraud detection methods often rely on manual reviews and sample testing, which
may fail to identify sophisticated fraudulent activities. Al has emerged as a powerful tool for
detecting and preventing financial fraud.
8.1 Al-Based Fraud Detection

Al systems analyze large datasets to identify unusual transactions and behavioral
patterns. Machine learning algorithms continuously learn from historical fraud cases and
improve their ability to recognize suspicious activities.

Common indicators identified by Al systems include:
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« Unusual transaction amounts
o Duplicate payments
e Unauthorized access attempts
o Abnormal spending patterns
« Manipulated accounting entries
Unlike traditional approaches, Al can examine entire datasets rather than limited samples,
increasing the likelihood of detecting fraudulent activities.
8.2 Risk Assessment
Risk management is another area where Al has demonstrated significant value. Al
systems evaluate financial, operational, and compliance risks by analyzing historical and real-
time information.
Benefits of Al-driven risk assessment include:
« Early identification of potential threats
« Continuous monitoring of risk indicators
« Improved forecasting of financial distress
o Better allocation of organizational resources
Organizations that effectively utilize Al for risk management can strengthen internal controls
and improve overall financial stability.
9. Al and Strategic Financial Decision-Making
Financial decision-making involves selecting the most appropriate course of action
based on available information and organizational objectives. The quality of financial decisions
depends heavily on the accuracy, relevance, and timeliness of financial information.
Al contributes to strategic decision-making in several ways:
Predictive Analytics
Predictive analytics utilizes historical data and statistical models to forecast future
events. Organizations use predictive analytics to anticipate market trends, customer demand,
and financial performance.
Scenario Analysis
Al systems can evaluate multiple business scenarios and estimate their financial

consequences. This capability assists management in selecting optimal strategies.
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Investment Decisions

Al-based analytical tools assess investment opportunities by examining market data,
economic indicators, and historical performance patterns.
Resource Optimization

Al helps organizations allocate resources more efficiently by identifying areas where
investments generate the highest returns.

As a result, Al supports evidence-based decision-making and reduces uncertainty in
complex business environments.
10. Artificial Intelligence in Auditing

The auditing profession has experienced substantial transformation due to
technological advancements, particularly the integration of Artificial Intelligence.
Traditionally, auditing relied heavily on manual verification procedures, sampling techniques,
and professional judgment. While these methods remain important, the growing volume and
complexity of financial transactions have increased the demand for more efficient and
comprehensive audit approaches.
Artificial Intelligence enhances audit quality by enabling auditors to analyze entire datasets
rather than relying solely on representative samples. Through machine learning algorithms and
advanced analytical tools, auditors can identify anomalies, assess risks, and obtain deeper
insights into organizational operations. Consequently, Al has become an essential tool for
improving audit effectiveness, efficiency, and reliability.
Modern auditing increasingly focuses on continuous monitoring and proactive risk
management rather than retrospective examination. Al facilitates this shift by providing real-
time analysis of financial information and supporting timely identification of irregularities.
10.1 Continuous Auditing

Continuous auditing refers to the ongoing assessment of financial transactions and
internal controls through automated technologies. Unlike traditional audits, which are typically
conducted periodically, continuous auditing enables real-time monitoring of organizational
activities.
Al-driven continuous auditing offers several advantages:

« Immediate identification of unusual transactions.
« Real-time monitoring of internal controls.

o Faster detection of compliance violations.
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o Improved accuracy in audit procedures.
« Enhanced risk management capabilities.
Continuous auditing allows organizations to respond promptly to emerging issues and reduces
the likelihood of significant financial misstatements.
10.2 Audit Risk Assessment
Risk assessment is a fundamental component of auditing. Auditors must identify areas
where material misstatements are likely to occur and allocate resources accordingly.
Al improves risk assessment by:
e Analyzing historical audit data.
« ldentifying patterns associated with financial irregularities.
o Evaluating business risks using predictive models.
« Prioritizing high-risk transactions for detailed examination.
Machine learning systems can continuously update risk assessments as new information
becomes available, thereby improving the effectiveness of audit planning and execution.
10.3 Anomaly Detection
Anomaly detection represents one of the most valuable applications of Al in auditing.
Anomalies refer to transactions or events that deviate significantly from expected patterns.
Examples include:
« Duplicate payments.
« Unauthorized transactions.
e Unusual journal entries.
e Sudden fluctuations in account balances.
« Suspicious vendor relationships.
Al algorithms can detect subtle irregularities that may be difficult for human auditors to
identify through traditional methods. This capability strengthens fraud prevention and
enhances audit assurance.
10.4 Audit Documentation and Evidence Collection
Avrtificial Intelligence also supports the collection, organization, and evaluation of audit
evidence. Natural Language Processing tools can review contracts, agreements, emails, and
regulatory documents to identify relevant information.
Benefits include:

¢ Reduced documentation time.
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« Improved consistency in audit procedures.
e Enhanced accessibility of audit evidence.
o Better compliance with professional standards.
Consequently, auditors can devote more time to professional analysis and decision-making
rather than administrative tasks.
11. Ethical and Professional Challenges of Al Adoption
Despite its numerous advantages, the adoption of Al in accounting and auditing
presents significant ethical and professional challenges. Organizations must address these
concerns to ensure responsible and sustainable implementation.
11.1 Data Privacy and Security
Accounting systems contain highly sensitive financial information. Al applications
often require access to large datasets, increasing concerns regarding data security and privacy
protection.
Potential risks include:
« Unauthorized access to financial information.
o Data breaches and cyberattacks.
« Misuse of confidential business information.
« Violation of privacy regulations.
Organizations must establish robust cybersecurity measures and governance frameworks to
protect financial data.
11.2 Algorithmic Bias
Al systems learn from historical data. If the underlying data contains biases, the
resulting decisions may also be biased.
Examples include:
e Incorrect risk assessments.
« Biased lending recommendations.
« Inaccurate fraud detection outcomes.
« Unfair resource allocation decisions.
Ensuring fairness and transparency in Al systems remains a critical challenge for accounting

professionals.
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11.3 Transparency and Explainability
Many advanced Al models operate as "black boxes," making it difficult to understand
how specific decisions are generated.
In accounting and auditing, transparency is essential because stakeholders must be able to
explain and justify financial decisions.
Organizations should prioritize:
o Explainable Al models.
e Transparent decision-making processes.
o Clear documentation of Al-generated outputs.
e Human oversight of critical decisions.
11.4 Regulatory and Legal Challenges
Regulatory frameworks often evolve more slowly than technological innovations.
Existing accounting and auditing standards may not fully address issues associated with Al
implementation.
Key concerns include:
o Accountability for Al-generated decisions.
o Compliance with professional standards.
o Legal liability in case of errors.
« Governance of autonomous systems.
Professional bodies and regulators must develop guidelines that support responsible Al
adoption while maintaining public trust.
12. Impact of Al on Accounting and Auditing Professionals
The growing adoption of Al has generated considerable debate regarding its impact on
employment and professional roles. Some observers fear that automation will reduce the
demand for accountants and auditors. However, current evidence suggests that Al is more
likely to transform professional responsibilities than eliminate them.
12.1 Changing Professional Roles
Routine and repetitive tasks are increasingly being automated, allowing professionals to
focus on higher-value activities such as:
« Strategic analysis.
« Financial planning.

e Advisory services.
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e Risk management.

« Corporate governance.
As a result, accountants and auditors are evolving from record keepers to strategic business
partners.
12.2 Demand for New Skills

Future accounting professionals will require a combination of technical, analytical,

and technological competencies.
Important skills include:

o Data analytics.

e Al literacy.

e Critical thinking.

o Professional judgment.

o Ethical decision-making.

e Technology management.
Educational institutions must revise curricula to prepare students for the evolving demands of
the profession.
12.3 Human-Al Collaboration

Rather than replacing professionals, Al is expected to complement human expertise. The
most effective accounting and auditing environments will combine:

o Al-driven analytical capabilities.

e Human judgment and experience.

« Ethical oversight.

« Strategic interpretation.
This collaborative approach enhances decision quality while maintaining professional
accountability.
13. Discussion

The findings from the literature indicate that Artificial Intelligence is fundamentally

reshaping accounting and auditing practices. Al technologies improve operational efficiency,
reduce processing time, enhance fraud detection, and strengthen decision-making capabilities.
Organizations increasingly recognize Al as a strategic asset capable of generating competitive

advantages through superior financial insights.
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At the same time, successful implementation requires careful management of ethical, legal, and
organizational challenges. Human expertise remains indispensable in interpreting complex
situations, exercising professional judgment, and ensuring accountability.
The future of accounting and auditing is therefore likely to be characterized by a hybrid model
in which human intelligence and artificial intelligence operate collaboratively. Such a model
enables organizations to achieve greater efficiency while preserving professional standards and
ethical values.
14. Major Findings
The study identified the following key findings:
1. Artificial Intelligence significantly enhances the efficiency and accuracy of accounting
processes.
2. Machine Learning, Natural Language Processing, and Robotic Process Automation are
the most widely adopted Al technologies in accounting and auditing.
3. Al improves financial reporting through real-time data processing and automated
analysis.
4. Fraud detection capabilities are strengthened through advanced anomaly detection
techniques.
5. Continuous auditing improves risk management and organizational transparency.
6. Al supports strategic financial decision-making through predictive analytics and
scenario analysis.
7. Ethical concerns related to privacy, transparency, and accountability remain significant
challenges.
8. Al is transforming professional roles rather than eliminating accounting and auditing
jobs.
9. Human judgment continues to play a critical role in complex financial decisions.
10. Future success depends on effective collaboration between Al systems and accounting
professionals.
15. Suggestions
Based on the findings of the study, the following suggestions are proposed for

organizations, accounting professionals, educational institutions, and regulatory authorities:
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15.1 Strengthen Al Competencies Among Accounting Professionals

Accounting professionals should continuously enhance their knowledge of Artificial
Intelligence, data analytics, machine learning, and emerging technologies. Professional
development programs and certification courses can help accountants adapt to technological
changes and improve their ability to work effectively with Al systems.
15.2 Integrate Al Education into Accounting Curriculum

Educational institutions should redesign accounting curricula to include subjects related
to Artificial Intelligence, data analytics, business intelligence, cybersecurity, and digital
auditing. Such initiatives will prepare future professionals for the evolving requirements of the
accounting profession.
15.3 Develop Ethical Guidelines for Al Usage

Professional accounting bodies should establish comprehensive ethical guidelines
governing the use of Al in accounting and auditing. These guidelines should address issues
related to transparency, accountability, privacy, fairness, and professional responsibility.
15.4 Promote Human-Al Collaboration

Organizations should view Al as a complementary tool rather than a replacement for
professional expertise. Human judgment, ethical reasoning, and strategic thinking remain
essential in complex financial situations. Therefore, a collaborative approach between Al
systems and accounting professionals should be encouraged.
15.5 Strengthen Data Governance and Cybersecurity

Since Al systems rely heavily on financial data, organizations must implement strong
cybersecurity measures and robust data governance frameworks. Effective protection of
financial information will enhance stakeholder confidence and ensure regulatory compliance.
15.6 Encourage Continuous Auditing Practices

Organizations should gradually adopt Al-enabled continuous auditing systems to
improve monitoring, risk assessment, and fraud detection capabilities. Continuous auditing can
provide timely insights and enhance organizational transparency.
15.7 Update Regulatory Frameworks

Regulatory authorities should periodically review accounting and auditing standards to
address emerging challenges associated with Al implementation. Updated frameworks can
provide guidance on accountability, governance, and compliance in Al-driven environments.

16. Conclusion
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Artificial Intelligence has emerged as one of the most transformative technologies
influencing the accounting and auditing profession. The integration of Al technologies such as
Machine Learning, Natural Language Processing, Robotic Process Automation, and predictive
analytics has fundamentally changed the way financial information is processed, analyzed, and
utilized for decision-making.

The study demonstrates that Al contributes significantly to improving efficiency,
accuracy, transparency, and strategic decision-making in accounting and auditing. Automated
systems reduce manual workloads, enhance fraud detection, support continuous auditing, and
facilitate real-time financial reporting. These capabilities enable organizations to make
informed decisions in increasingly dynamic and competitive business environments.

At the same time, Al adoption presents important challenges related to ethics, data privacy,
transparency, cybersecurity, and professional accountability. Organizations must carefully
manage these concerns to ensure responsible implementation and maintain stakeholder trust.
The findings further indicate that Al is unlikely to replace accountants and auditors entirely.
Instead, the profession is evolving toward a collaborative model in which human expertise and
intelligent technologies work together to create greater value.

Future accounting professionals will require a combination of technical knowledge, analytical
skills, ethical awareness, and technological competence. Educational institutions, professional
bodies, and organizations must work collectively to prepare professionals for this
transformation.

In conclusion, Artificial Intelligence represents not merely a technological
advancement but a strategic enabler that is redefining accounting and auditing practices.
Organizations that successfully integrate Al while maintaining strong governance and
professional standards will be better positioned to achieve sustainable growth, improved
financial performance, and enhanced decision-making capabilities in the digital economy. Al
is increasingly improving audit quality, anomaly detection, continuous monitoring, and
professional judgment, while also expanding the evidentiary base used in accounting and
assurance activities.
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